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physician proclaims to the world that he is too sick to be
moved.

Prince William, by his own account, went to the Emperor
and begged permission to go to San Remo to find out the
truth. In his youthful confidence he was able to persuade
the old man and Bismarck that this was the only way to cut
through the thick mist which hovered between Berlin and
San Remo. Bismarck suggested that he should take with"
him Dr. Schmidt of Berlin and Professor Schrotter, the great
Viennese throat specialist, and it was agreed that William
upon arrival should order an examination by each doctor
individually, that he should then summon a conference and
request each in turn' to state a considered opinion which he
would not be afraid to put on paper. From this Prince William
would draw up his own report and advise on what was best
to be done.

Meanwhile, at Villa Zirio, renewed talk had started about
the laryngotomy operation. Opinions were expressed that
this offered the only remaining hope of saving the Crown
Prince. The Crown Princess was terrified. If laryngotomy had
been dangerous in the first place the chances were now that it
would kill rather than cure. Perhaps this terror accounts in
part for her violent reception of William on the sunlit steps at
Villa Zirio on November gth. For she says herself: ' William
came with the intention of insisting on this terrible operation
being performed and therefore brought Dr. Schmidt/ Prince
William seems to have had no such intention.

" She was doubtless afraid that the house of cards on
which she had set her life's hopes would now come tumbling
down," was her eldest son's comment on that painful
twilight scene in front of Villa Zirio.

The Crown Princess stood at the foot of the steps to receive
her son, and the household waited on the steps behind her.
The accounts of the Crown Princess and of her son on what
followed are somewhat conflicting, but there were a number
of spectators who all experienced much the same impressions.

Prince William approached his mother in a bustling
and arrogant manner, and the two doctors, grasping their